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Land Acknowledgement

“We collectively acknowledge that the University of Wyoming 
occupies the ancestral and traditional lands of the Cheyenne, 
Arapaho, Crow, and Shoshone Indigenous peoples along with 
other Native tribes who call the Great Basin and Rocky 
Mountain region home. We recognize, support, and advocate 
alongside Indigenous individuals and communities who live 
here now, and with those forcibly removed from their 
Homelands.”
-ASUW Senate Bill #2699
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Recreation and wildlife coexistence in 
Teton County
▪ UW graduate and undergraduate social science efforts

▪ Literature review

▪ Management practices and implications for focal species

▪ Online survey instrument

▪ Digital storytelling

Communication for responsible recreation



>>  UWYO.EDU/HAUB

Online Survey
▪ Community values and knowledge around recreation impacts to 

wildlife

▪ Spatial component

Communication for responsible recreation
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Digital Storytelling

Communication for responsible recreation
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Communication for changing behaviors

•   What we say
•   How we say it

Image courtesy of: @recreate.responsibly (Instagram)
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• Communication theory and social 
psychology
– Behavioral prompts and persuasion

– Addressing attitudes and beliefs 

– Norm activation

– Pre- vs. proscriptive language (Do vs. 
Don’t)

• Attributional language

• Visual communication and 
composition theory

What we say

Image: Figure 1—Ward, C. W. & Roggenbuck, J. 
(2003). Understanding visitors’ response to 
interventions to reduce petrified wood theft. 
Journal of Interpretation Research, 8(1), 66-82. 
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• CONTEXT—when and where 
– Rules and regs at trailheads or pre-

visit

• NORMS—conflicting messages?
– Descriptive vs. injunctive norms

• MODALITY
– Signs vs. personal contact

• What about social and digital 
media?
– Who are your followers?

– Who are you missing?

How we say it

Image courtesy of @yellowstonenps (Instagram) 
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Retrieved from https://www.recreateresponsibly.org/mission

#recreateresponsibly
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• Effective communication for behavior change with signs is 
difficult
– Use signs as one of several methods to change behavior

• Having people on-site to communicate to visitors is challenging
– Volunteers are great tools—many programs already exist

– Summit Stewards
– Wildlife Brigade 

• Social media tends to reach people who already value or “like” 
a place
– How do you reach beyond your ‘followers’?
– #recreateresponsibly

• Lack of assessment of campaign effectiveness

Communication Limitations

Communication for responsible recreation

https://www.adk.org/protect/summit-stewardship-program/
https://www.gtnpf.org/wildlife-brigade/
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• Improve diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility

• Rules and norms for new recreators

• Communication in multiple languages

• Volunteers/trail area stewards

• Know before you go—reach visitors at the planning 
stage

• Theory and research-based practices

• Assess effectiveness of campaigns

Communication Opportunities
Communication for responsible recreation
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• Know your audience!

– Include them in message development

• Keep messages clear, concise and 
consistent

• Choose your language carefully (use 
theory/research)

• Make sure people have multiple 
opportunities to engage with the message

– Different locations/places and media

• People pay attention to people!

• A little humor goes a long way

Best practices for effective communication
Communication for responsible recreation
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Mark Your Calendars

Recreation-Wildlife Public Forum

May 21st, 2021 6 – 8 pm
Center for the Arts (on-site and virtual)

6-7 pm  Interactive on-site posters
7-8 pm  Panel presentation
Moderator: Dr. Abby Sisneros-Kidd
Featuring: Dr. Courtney Larson

John Paczkowski
Dr. Cheryl Hojnowski
Fletcher Jacobs
Ben Lawhon
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Questions ?

Dr. Abby Sisneros-Kidd

E-mail: asisner3@uwyo.edu

Dr. Courtney Larson

Email: courtney.larson@TNC.ORG

Linda Merigliano

Email: linda.merigliano@usda.gov

mailto:asisner3@uwyo.edu
mailto:courtney.larson@TNC.ORG
mailto:linda.merigliano@usda.gov

